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In the interim, of course, Flint became the national syn-
onym for urban decay as its contaminated city water supply
threatened its residents — nearly 60 percent of whom are
black — with long-term health hazards.

“There’s been very little
progress,” says “New Tribe”
model Claudia Perkins-
Milton. “We still have to go
pick up our bottled water. It
just seems like we're spin-
ning our wheels. They broke
us from the inside out.”

Perkins-Milton, a UAW
trailblazer, was one of more
than 100 women recom-

"~ mended for the exhibit

. through community-wide
nominations. Finalists were
chosen by a random draw-
ing. “That was the most fair
way to doit,” says Glab.

Taliaferro came to Flint to
photograph the women over
eight days last May. Several
of the images may be in-

Phatos by Jerry Tallaterra. — corporated into his core
Sama] Brown s an accomplished post  exhibit.
who has worked with Broadside Press. Even the subjects them-
selves concede the results
are remarkable.

“I thought it was magnif-
icent,” Perkins-Milton says.
“He really did a work of art. [
said, ‘Is that me?' The exhibit
is just dynamic because
there is such an array of
woren from all diverse
backgrounds that have so
much to offer”

Does “Women of a New
Tribe,” with its focus on the
African-American woman
‘who forms the backbone of
the black co ¥, have
f i the power to boost Flint’s
} § sasBing spirits? :
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NEW EXHIBIT FEATURES PORTRAITS OF
AFRICAN-AMERICAN WOMEN OF FLINT
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